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Laurie Kingsley-Henry (Program Coordinator) 

& 

Lisa Hayes (Program Assistant) 

MESSAGE FROM CURRENT STAFF 

We are so excited to be celebrating twenty-five years of the Do The Right Thing Awards Program in Rochester! 

We have recognized a lot of remarkable young community members since the program began in 1995, and have 

made a lot of wonderful memories for so many people during this time.  

This book is a compilation of many of these memories, and includes events through program year 2020-2021. So 

many ceremonies and events were held throughout the past twenty-five years, from award ceremonies to 

scholarship presentations, contests, and special events that have included outings to museums, amusements parks, 

sporting events, and camps. There were also safety fairs, parades and parties where weôve bowled together, 

celebrated holidays and many other fun occasions.  

We have spent numerous hours combing through twenty-five years worth of photo albums that contained 

thousands of pictures, as well as a large amount of ceremony programs, annual reports and boxes of other 

materials. We tried to incorporate as much as possible in this book, but unfortunately we could not include every 

picture, and as with any project of this magnitude, there are bound to be some errors or omissions. We apologize 

in advance for any inaccuracies or for anything we may have left out. Twenty-five years of information is a lot to 

go through. Many pictures we found were not labeled, and unfortunately there was some information that we just 

were unable to locate.   

Looking through the pictures from throughout the years, one thing has always been consistent ï the excitement 

and joy of everyone involved with the program!  So many smiles have been captured over the years, but 

technology sure has changed. You can see the difference in quality from the photos taken and information shared 

from the early years to now. With the advent of digital technology and social media, these days we are not only 

able to take much clearer photos, but can share things instantaneously. No longer do we have to wait to have 

pictures developed. Instead we have the ability to use cellphones to share photos and videos immediately! Email 

and social media are other resources currently available that we use to stay in touch as well. Thank goodness for 

these advances, because 2020 and Covid presented some unique challenges for the Do The Right Thing program.  

Suddenly we were unable to have large gatherings, and social distancing became a thing. Yet by changing some 

of the ways we do business, we are able to continue recognizing great kids throughout this long pandemic! While 

we miss seeing everyone in person at ceremonies and special 

events, we have still been able to hold award ceremonies and 

allow everyone to celebrate with us by video recording the 

ceremony and sharing via Facebook Live! Social media has been 

a blessing during these challenging times, and has allowed us to 

continue interacting with our winners, their families and friends, 

and other supporters of our program! 

We hope you enjoy looking back on twenty-five years of Do The 

Right Thing in Rochester! 
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MESSAGE FROM CURRENT PRESIDENT 

 

Do The Right Thing of Rochester, Inc.  

Rochester Police Department  

185 Exchange Boulevard, Room 105  

Rochester, New York 14614  

Phone: (585) 428 -7863     
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HISTORY OF THE PROGRAM 

 

Î The ñDO THE RIGHT THINGò program began in 1990 in the Miami Police Department. 

Known as the Do The Right Thing of Miami, Inc., it is a non-profit organization, and started 

when a Miami student was recognized at the Miami Police Department for turning in a 

loaded gun he found at his school. 

 

Î Do The Right Thing of Miami, Inc. was so successful, other law enforcement agencies 

around the United States and abroad expressed interest in starting their own chapters. 

 

Î Do The Right Thing, Inc., the national umbrella of Do The Right Thing of Miami, Inc., 

was formed in 1993. Training materials were developed, and the program is now marketed 

on national and international levels to other law enforcement agencies. 

  

Î Since 1995, Do The Right Thing, Inc. has grown to 68 national chapters around the United 

States, as well as 4 international chapters in England and Germany.  

 

Î The Cape Coral, Florida Police/Fire Department became the first national Do The Right 

Thing chapter in February 1995, with the Rochester Police Department joining not far 

behind in September 1995. 

 

Î Started by then Rochester Police Chief Robert Warshaw, the Do The Right Thing of 

Rochester, Inc. program operates under the auspices of the Rochester Police Department, 

and is overseen by an appointed Board of Directors. 
 

Î Our program was instituted to recognize and reward children for their positive 

accomplishments and to enhance the lives of many of the City of Rochesterôs needy youth. 

At first the program focused solely on the residents of Rochester, but through the years as 

the program grew, it began recognizing all youth from throughout Monroe County.  

 

Î Our program was incorporated as a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation in March 2000. 

 

Î Through the years, in addition to recognizing winners at award ceremonies, the program 

has engaged the communityôs youth by hosting events such as bike rodeos, bowling and 

Halloween parties, attending Buffalo Bills Training Camps, poster contests, and hosting 

family fun events at locations such as Seabreeze Amusement Park and Genesee Country 

Village Museum.   
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ABOUT THE DO THE RIGHT THING PROGRAM 

Program Goals and Purpose:  

Î To foster positive relationships between all local law enforcement and school-aged youth.  

Î To promote positive behavior of students by reinforcing socially desirable behavior among the youth in 

the community.  

Î To reward students who display positive behavior and highlight their accomplishments in the media to 

demonstrate that good kids are news worthy.  

Î The program recognizes students for their exemplary behavior. Actions such as volunteering in the 

community, aiding law enforcement and other first responders, acts of heroism, leadership and positive 

role model behavior, and demonstrated ñturn-aroundò or improved behavior, are acknowledged. 

 

How the Do The Right Thing Award Program Works: 

Î Any student enrolled in grades kindergarten-12 in any Monroe County school is eligible for nomination, 

although through the years we have recognized a few students in Pre-K as well. 

Î The good deed the student is nominated for must have occurred in Monroe County within one year of the 

nomination. 

Î Anyone over 18 years-of-age can submit a nomination form (this includes family, friends, school staff, 

coaches, first responders, etc.). 

Î Nomination forms can be completed and submitted electronically by visiting 

www.cityofrochester.gov/DTRTNominationForm. 

Î An awards committee comprised of Executive Board Members, representatives of program sponsors and 

other volunteers reviews submitted nominations and collectively selects students to receive either the Do 

The Right Thing Award or a letter of recognition.  

Î Award recipients are celebrated publicly in a ceremony hosted by the Rochester Police Department and 

are presented a prize package comprised of generous gifts from our sponsors. 

Î Nominated students not selected to receive the Do The Right Thing Award will be mailed a letter of 

recognition. Students selected as winners must attend an awards ceremony to be officially regarded as a 

Do The Right Thing Awards winner (unless the ceremony is held virtually).    

Î Each year, we offer at least one college/trade school scholarship to a past winner that is currently a high 

school senior. Any past Do The Right Thing Award winner that is currently a high school senior may 

apply for a one-time scholarship to be applied towards the payment of their college or trade school tuition. 

The amount of scholarships offered each year is dependent upon the amount of funding available for that 

year.  

 

 Since the program began, 1129 students have received the 

Do The Right Thing Award, and 108 students have been 

awarded $108,000 in college or trade school scholarships.  
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City of Rochester Mayors: 

    William A. Johnson Jr 1994 - 2005 

Robert J. Duffy  2006 - 2010 

R. Carlos Carballada  2010 - April 2011 

Thomas S. Richards  2011 - 2013 

Lovely A. Warren  2014 - December 2021  

 James P. Smith  December 2021 

 

Rochester Police Department Police Chiefs: 

    Robert S. Warshaw  1994 - 1998  

    Robert J. Duffy  1998 - 2005 

Cedric L. Alexander  April 2005 - December 2005 

    Timothy L. Hickey  January 2006 - April 2006 

David T. Moore  April 2006 - 2010 

    James M. Sheppard  2010 - 2013 

    Michael L. Ciminelli  2014 - 2018 

    Mark L. Simmons  2018 - 2019 

    LaôRon D. Singletary  2019 - 2020 

    Cynthia Herriott-Sullivan 2020 - October 2021 

    David M. Smith  October 2021 - Current 

 

Monroe County Executives: 
 

    Jack Doyle   1995 - 2003 

    Maggie Brooks  2004 - 2015 

    Cheryl Dinolfo   2016 - 2020 

    Adam Bello   2020 - Current 
 

SUPPORTERS AND STAFF OF THE  

DO THE RIGHT THING PROGRAM 

The Executive Board of Directors includes the following ex officio positions ï the Mayor of the City of Rochester 

or their designee; the Chief of the Rochester Police Department or their designee; and the Program Coordinator. 

All other directors are appointed by the Rochester Police Chief. 

We would like to recognize everyone that has assisted the Do The Right Thing of Rochester Award Program in 

any capacity throughout the years. Your efforts and contributions, whether big or small, have contributed to the 

success of the program. We appreciate everyone who has helped along the way! 
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